
   

 

 Distinguished Volunteer Service 
Award Goes to Youth Volunteer 

from Silverwood for Second Year 

By Seth Eberle 

 

For the second year in a row, a Silverwood Park youth 
volunteer has received the Distinguished Volunteer Ser-
vice Award (DVSA). Congratulations to Campbell Botts 
who received the award this year. Campbell has volun-
teered over 200 hours at Silverwood Park.  He is an ex-
cellent mentor to young children in programming, en-
thusiastic to be doing any task, and invites those who 
are new to programs or volunteering into the group to 
make them feel included.  Campbell also created the 
mixed media skateboard art with wheels created out of 
natural materials to show how he connected to the out-
doors.  Campbell and his skateboard are photographed 
on the left.  Thank you Campbell for your service at Sil-
verwood!   
 
Last year, Sea Blake (photographed below on the far left 
with the primary puppet that they use when puppeteer-
ing at Silverwood, Trasher, the trash can) received the 
DVSA. Sea has volunteered over 175 hours at Silver-
wood Park.  Sea is an excellent mentor to young chil-
dren, has helped problem solve around conflict in a spirit 
of good will toward Silverwood, and has tapped into 
their homeschool network to promote any and all teen 
nights and events.  Thank you Sea for your service at 
Silverwood!   
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The mission of Three Rivers Park  

District is promote environmental 

stewardship through recreation  

and education in a natural  

resources-based park system. 

 

Silverwood Park’s Mission Is:  
Through quality experiences in nature 
and the arts, we foster lasting connec-
tions to the environment, each other 

and ourselves. 
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Volunteer Docents *NEW 
Become an art and nature docent at Silver-
wood Park’s gallery.  We are searching for vol-
unteers to be present in the gallery during 
busy weekend times, primarily Saturdays and 
Sundays from 1PM-3PM.  Docents are meant 
to invite park guests to talk about and engage 
with the art in the gallery, relating it to the 
outdoors and environmental themes.  Becom-
ing a docent requires a group training with Sil-
verwood staff.  Then, docents work inde-
pendently, signing up for shifts in small 
groups or on their own.  For more information 
contact Seth Eberle at 
seth.eberle@threeriversparks.org.   

 
Program Assistant Opportunities 
 
Teen Adventures: Canoe and Clay 
Saturday, June 5 
1PM-4PM 
 
Canoe Assistant (1-2 Volunteers).  Get out 
on the water with a group of teens and Silver-
wood staff. help ensure that everyone stays 
safe while paddling.  Volunteers must be 21+ 
since this program serves teens.  Best for 
those who are comfortable paddling and are 
comfortable with teenagers.   
 
Puppet Adventures and Let’s Get StARTed 
Sundays, June 13, July 11, August 8 
12:30PM-3PM 
 
Art Assistants (2-4 Volunteers).  Assist 
families and children with making art and 
learning about nature.  This program will take 
place primarily outdoors and is best for folks 
who enjoy enthusiastically explaining instruc-
tions and are comfortable standing for most of 
the program. Puppet show volunteers are on 
hold until social distancing is no longer need-
ed. 
 
Make and Mingle 
Monday, June 21 
6PM-9PM 
 
Event Assistants (2-3 Volunteers). Assist 
with art-making, a photo booth, and a hike 
during our seasonal Make and Mingle Event.  
Best for those who enjoy working with adults 
and a laid back atmosphere.  Must be 21+. 
 
Salsa del Soul Concert 
Wednesday, July 7 
6PM-8:30PM 

 Volunteer Opportunities 

 
Concert Greeters (2-3 Volunteers). Help 
concert goers find their way around the park 
and to the music.  Best for those who are 
friendly, helpful, and comfortable with large 
crowds and energetic music.  
 
Float in Movie 
Friday, July 9 
8PM-10PM 
 
Traffic Controllers (2-3 Volunteers).  Di-
rect those who are attending the Float in 
Movie about where things are in the park, 
where to go for the film, and how to get back 
to the parking lot after the film.  Best for 
those who are friendly and helpful with large 
crowds.   
 
Art Tent Contest 
Wednesday, July 21 
3PM-6PM 
 
Event Assistants (3-6 Volunteers).  Assist 
in registering groups to compete in the con-
test, facilitate art supply use in an equitable 
way, and judge Art Tent installations for fun 
awards.  Best for those who are friendly, 
comfortable explaining guidelines, and excit-
ed to be see crazy community creations.  
 
E-cology 
Saturday, July 24 
6:30PM-8PM 
 
Event Assistants (5-7 Volunteers).  Assist 
in creating an evening where Silverwood Park 
turns into a giant board game.  Best for 
those who are flexible, enjoy playing games, 
and are nerds themselves.  Must be 21+.   
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Volunteer Opportunities 
Make and Mingle Market 
Wednesday, July 28 
5PM-8PM 
 
Market Assistants (1-2 Volunteers).  Help 
with a simple art activity and to make folks 
feel welcome as they mingle in the market.  
Best for those who are comfortable with adult 
audiences.   
 
Art Bike Parade 
Wednesday, August 4 
4PM-6PM 
 
Decorator Assistants and Bike Parade 
Safety(2-3 Volunteers). Help participants 
use art materials supplied to decorate their 
bikes.  Then, join the parade around the Great 
Lawn just before a float in concert.  Best for 
those who enjoy working with kids and are 
comfortable riding a bike.   
 
Pontoon Concert 
Wednesday, August 4 
6PM-8:30PM 
 
Concert Greeters (2-3 Volunteers).  Help 
concert goers find their way around the park 
and to the music.  Best for those who are 
friendly, helpful, and comfortable with large 
crowds and energetic music.  
 
 
Community Science Projects 
 
In addition to Silverwood’s events, we are 
continuing to expand our monitoring, commu-
nity science, and data collection opportunities.  
All of these opportunities require access to a 
smart device or a computer in order to enter 
data.   
 
Solitary Bee Monitoring and ID (1-2 Vol-

unteers).  Spend time around Silverwood’s 
two solitary bee house bundles, photographing 
the end caps and activity of each bundle 
weekly.  Also use iNaturalist and video to rec-
ord bee activity around the bee bundles to 
help Silverwood staff ID what kinds of bees 
are in the park.  Best for those who can com-
mit to monitoring weekly and are patient.   
 
Project NestWatch (3-5 Volunteers).  Us-
ing the project NestWatch protocol, find and 
observe nests at Silverwood park, making ob-
servations about brood success, while keeping 
animals safe and minimizing interference with 
nests.  Best for those who are comfortable be-
ing adventurous off trail, respectful of animals, 
and can consistently follow protocol for nest 
observations.   
 
Water Quality (2-3 Volunteers).  Use a 
secchi disc and other water quality tools to put 
data in the Lake Observer App every other 
week.  Best for those who can commit to ob-
servations consistently every other week and 
are comfortable getting wet.   
 

Garden Volunteers (1-2 Volunteers). Wa-
ter and weed our garden beds, being sure not 
to overwater.  Best for those who are comfort-
able working independently and like to get 
dirty.  
 
To volunteer for any of these opportuni-
ties, please call or email Seth Eberle at 
seth.eberle@threeriversparks.org or 612-
508-6217.  He will connect you with the 
staff person leading the program or pro-
ject.   
 
 
Silverwood Volunteer Apprecia-

tion Concert on June 23!   

Silverwood’s volunteers truly help make 
the park an amazing place to be.  We 
want to thank you for all you have done, 
no matter how much time you have given 
to volunteering, come to the first concert 
of the summer at Silverwood Park.  Reg-
ister in advance by emailing Seth Eberle 
at seth.eberle@threeriversparks.org to 
receive a free volunteer appreciation kit 
with art-making activity, light refresh-
ments, and other signs of our thanks to 
you for helping make Silverwood an 
amazing place to be.   
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 How Talking about Art Is Related to In-
citing Curiosity about Nature 

By Seth Eberle 

Silverwood is creating a new docent volunteer role meant to encourage conversation about the art 
in the gallery and how it relates to the outdoors. Why does Silverwood have art, and how does it 
relate to nature?  Silverwood uses art as a way to start conversation around the natural world, and 
the techniques and questioning routines that naturalists use mirror the techniques that art muse-
um educators use in the galleries to encourage guests to make their own meaning and observa-
tions around art on display.   

BEETLES is an environmental education organization that focuses on inquiry-based learning and 
teaching educators how to create curiosity in young people rather than lecturing to them.  Environ-
mental educators who use the BEETLES method will ask learners to observe pieces of nature and 
begin statements with, “I notice…” in order to make observations.  Then, lead learners to begin 
statements about nature with, “I wonder…” in order to encourage learners to ask their own ques-
tions.  Finally, they begin statements with, “that reminds me of…” in order to construct knowledge 
that is relevant to them.   

This process mirrors the technique called Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS).  VTS is often used 
in museum education when looking at art.  As an educator is looking at art with a viewer they will 
ask:  

1) What do you see?   

2) What makes you say that?   

3) What else do you see?   

In both situations, looking at nature or looking at art, we 
invite viewers to make their own observations and ask 
their own questions.  The viewer is asked to back up what 
they observe or think with facts.  They may have to make 
educated guesses.  Then, they are asked to continue to 
observe in order to make meaning of the art or nature and 
add to their own knowledge making it relevant to them. 

Does this kind of conversation get you excited?  Do 
you enjoy talking to people?  Do you want people to see the connections between the art 
on display and nature at the park?   Silverwood aims to make art accessible to everyone 
who visits.  You should consider becoming a docent at the Silverwood Gallery.  Silverwood 
Staff will train you in ways to make art easy to talk about, and we will give you a large set 
of tools to engage people of all ages with the art on display.  Email me if you are interest-
ed at seth.eberle@threeriversparks.org.  


